A Reflective Photo Essay
REFLECTIVE ESSAY

In this class, you have defined home, analyzed the effects of a space, and presented an argument about an issue that affects a place.  The guiding question for this essay is “What have you learned about writing—and yourself as a writer and thinker—through these essays about place?”
In previous units, you have drawn on many types of evidence, including observation, interviews, personal experience, expert/outside voices, and case studies.  However, because much of the writing you will do (and read) in the future will require you to incorporate images, graphs, charts, and other visuals, you will also need to utilize a new form of evidence—nonprint texts—in order to prove your argument.
FRAMING QUESTIONS / GETTING STARTED
1. Reflect upon your strengths and weaknesses as a writer.  Do you feel like you have improved, regressed, or stayed the same?  A combination of these things?  Why? 

2. Consider your process.  This word is vague, but it refers to the most significant thing you ever learn. How do you do work?   What ways work the best for you?  What have you learned about yourself as a thinker and writer this semester?

3. Articulate areas and strategies you would like to focus on for continued improvement.  What does your future look like (in college and/or beyond)?  How will the thinking and writing you have done in this class help you in these places?

4. How can you use your drafts, notes, feedback, and essays from this semester to make a specific and focused argument about your own intellectual growth (or not) as a writer? 
5. What non-print texts can you use in your essay to deepen or complicate your ideas (such as photographs, drawings, maps, graphs, screenshots of feedback, etc.)?
Final thoughts: You should not simply write a paragraph about each of these topics in this order. Rather, just as you would with any assignment in this course, you should determine what would be the most effective approach given your audience (me, the class, but also your future you, or a first-semester student), purpose (to prove that you are or are not a better thinker and writer), and argument (the persuasive reasons and evidence for that stance).  
LOGISTICS
• MLA format

• Times New Roman 12-point font 

• 1-inch margins

• A Works Cited page, if appropriate

• Note: Your essay will need to be at least four pages of written text (photos or other non-print text will not count towards this page length).  If you do not have four pages of text, the essay will not pass, and there will be no time to rewrite it.

